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the names of a number of ' alablastermen ' and ' image-
makers ' in Nottingham,1 Nicholas Hill in particular
being prominent as a manufacturer of the popular
St. John the Baptist heads,2 and during the same
period we find a number
of ' alblasterers ' at
York.3 Richard Couper,
' corver *of alablaster ',
occurs at Coventry in
1444,4 and alabaster-
men were included with
painters, gilders, and
stainers in the gild of
St. Luke founded at
Lincoln in 1525.* At
Burton-on-Trent, also,
where Leland in the
sixteenth century men-
tions ' many marbellers
working in alabaster ',
the trade was evidently
established in 1481,
when Robert Bocher
and Gilbert Twist were working for a number of religious
houses; and it still flourished there in 1581 and 1585,
when Richard and Gabriel Royley undertook contracts
for elaborate tombs of alabaster ; 6 but for all practical
purposes the English school of alabaster carvers ceased

1  Ibid., 234-5,

2  For an account of these, see Mr. Hope's article in Avchaeologia,
xli.                                             8 Arch. Journ., Ixiv, 239.

* Pat. R., 22 Hen. VI, pt. i, m. 27.
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